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white porcelain writing stand with a little gilding, four
or five lead pencils of the largest variety, such as the
Minister now principally uses, and half-a-dozen quill
pens with the feathers cut short, which are prepared
by the artistic hand of Hofrath Willisch, one of the
decipherers, a paper knife, a seal, a couple of sticks of
sealing wax, and a candlestick with two candles,

In 1873 various additions were made: a paper-
weight, with a piece of the famous colossal zinc lion that
stood up to 1864 in the churchyard of Flensburg as a
monument of the Danish victory at Idstedt, and which
has now been added to the trophies in the Berlin
Zeughaus, and two other paper-weights made of thick
metal discs, one of which had been cast from an Austrian
cannon captured in 1866, and the second from one of the
French cannon taken in 18 70; a pen-wiper in black,
red, and white ; two columnar cigar-cutters ; an ash-tray,
in the form of a large flower like a tulip, which, together
with the two objects last mentioned, have now been re-
moved, as the Prince has given up smoking for several
years past on account of his health. Besides these, some
old Eoman bronze lamps with handles formed of green
serpents, a terra-cotta pot with the figures of Massinissa
and Sophonisba; and finally, at that time, a few books
lay on the table : the red bound " Army List," Hirth/s
" Parlaments-almanach," the Q-otha handbooks, a railway
guide, and Henry Wheaton's " Oommontairo du Droit
international."

What tales could be told by that writing-table if it
had understanding, memory,, and speech ! What secrets,
what mental struggles, what inspiration and illumina-
' tion, what slow de\relopment of ideas, what sudden
energetic decisions; what prayers, perhaps, may those
pictures on the walls have witnessed ! How the eyes of